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far as I could understand, those in favour of this plan argued that our best policy in future would be to attack the enemy not where he was strongest, namely on the West Front, but where he was weakest. I doubt if they sufficiently bore in mind that if it would be to our advantage to " knock out " Austria, Germany would try to prevent her from being knocked out, and a glance at the map of Europe will show that she was far better placed than we were for transferring troops to the Italian front, and therefore could always hope to counter our offensive designs in that direction.
Put in another way, and leaving out of account the dubious conclusion that the defeat of the weak (Austria) would involve the downfall of the strong (Germany), the policy of attacking the weak could only be justified on the assumption that we could in the meantime pin the strong to his present positions, otherwise the attempt to fight the former might merely lead to fighting the latter in another place. As no such assumption could be entertained the proposal was fundamentally unsound.
General Cadorna was entrusted with the duty of working out the details preparatory to a final decision being given, but before he had completed his task the plan had been superseded by the acceptance meanwhile of Nivelle's plan, which entailed the employment of the full strength of our armies on the West Front, and was itself a substitute for the Chantilly plan.
Another plan was that suggested early in October for transferring divisions from the West Front to operate against the Turks from the vicinity of Alexandretta. A project for sending an expedition to this region had first been mooted in December 1914, and there was then something to be said in its favour, but the Dardanelles enterprise began to take shape soon afterwards and for the moment put an end to it. It was revived in the autumn of 1915 when the evacuation of the Dardanelles had to be considered, and as circumstances had meanwhile changed to our disadvantage it was then properly rejected by the General Staff, just before I became C.I.G.S., and was again dropped.